A group of 30 potroom workers who developed an asthma-like syndrome during their work in the electrolytic extraction of aluminium (AluSwiss process with prebacked anodes) was followed up after stopping exposure. Subjective respiratory complaints were registered and a non-specific bronchial reactivity test using methacholine was performed once or twice during the follow up period The development of an asthma-like respiratory syndrome was seen in potroom workers.' According to previous studies the impairment could be explained by induced bronchial hyperreactivity based on functional imbalance of the autonomic nervous system; increased vagal activity resulting in increased sensitivity to potroom fumes and dusts.2 An investigation aimed at evaluating a possible allergic reaction produced no evidence for such a mechanism.3 In the 653 meantime, the results of other studies have been in accordance with these findings.4"
of workers, was less pronounced in 13%, normalised in 13%, and deteriorated in 7%. Smoking habits, atopy, and duration of exposure did not seem to have influenced the results obtained. No significant correlation was found between duration of exposure and the speed of onset of respiratory symptoms and the later prognosis of the syndrome. Based on the information coliected during the period of observation it appears that reactive airway dysfunction syndrome, once induced, has a tendency to persist. An improvement in subjective complaints may be expected, however, after stopping exposure.
The development of an asthma-like respiratory syndrome was seen in potroom workers.' According to previous studies the impairment could be explained by induced bronchial hyperreactivity based on functional imbalance of the autonomic nervous system; increased vagal activity resulting in increased sensitivity to potroom fumes and dusts. In one subject without data concerning intradermal skin testing and IgE value subjective and objective findings during the follow up period were unchanged. 
